


BULLETIN 


OF 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 




















VOL. IV. No. 6 New Series 


17th SEPT., 1927 








—_—=—_ 








CONTENTS 


I. NOTES ON THE ZIONIST CONGRESS 
II. CHRONOLOGY 
| III. League of Nations Notes 
IV. Notices 


V. Forthcoming Events 


NOTE. 


PAGE 
123 


125 
142 
143 


144 


This Bulletin is issued fortnightly to members of the Information Group 
of the Association for International Understanding, the special annual 
subscription to which ts 10/-. Applications for membership of the Group, 
together with cheques (or postal orders) should be forwarded to the Secretary, 


at the address given below. 


| THE ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 





10, ST. JAMES’S SQUARE, Lonpon, S.W.1 





on t 
shot 


mo. 
any 
who 





ERRATA. 


On page 3, line 37 of Bulletin IV, No. 6, in the article ‘‘ Notes 
on the Zionist Congress,’’ a printer’s error occurred. The passage 


should read: ‘‘ With the degree of success already obtained by the 
movement, however, active anti-Zionism seems to bé waning, or at 
any rate to be less vocal than formerly among certain of the Jews 
who desire assimilation in some form or another.’’ 
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I—NOTES ON THE ZIONIST CONGRESS. 





HE Fifteenth Zionist World Congress, composed of some six 
hundred Delegates, has lately finished its session in Basle. Much 
water has run down the Rhine since Herzl, the founder of Zionism, 

summoned the first congress, also to Basle, thirty years ago. In 1897 

the meeting of a handful of dreamers excited comparatively little interest 

in the Christian world, nor even in the greater part of Jewry, and such 
interest as there was was mainly hostile. 

Things stand differently to-day, although the Zionist movement is 
still a controversial matter. Moreover it is questionable whether even 
» students of the theory and practice of nationalism have all realised 
| how fertile a field for their researches the results of the Zionist impulse 
| presents. 

Great Britain through the “ Balfour Declaration’’ of a Jewish 

National Home is, of course, nearly concerned with its consequences, 
© now developing in Palestine. For the Declaration is incorporated in the 
| Mandate, by virtue of which we hold the country. 
Our active participation in the Jewish Colonisation of Palestine is 
' sufficient reason for offering to readers of this BULLETIN some notes 
' on the Congress by a non-Jewish eye-witness. The Congress, held 
every second year, elects the Zionist Executive, which frames the policy, 
social, economic, and political, under which Jewish immigration and 
land-settlement in Palestine are carried on, and its debates concern, 
therefore, practical administrative questions. The responsibilities are 
in fact more comparable to those of a national Parliament than to any 
other Assembly, not excepting the Assembly of the League of Nations, 
of which the decisions frequently depend for execution upon governments 
over whom the League Assembly has no control. The elected Zionist 
Executive on the other hand has hitherto been synonymous with the 
“ Jewish Agency ’”’ which the British Government is bound to consult 
on matters affecting the Jewish population in Palestine. 


_  Astep has lately been taken however which will probably draw into 
‘the Jewish Agency fresh Jewish elements which have hitherto stood 
j aloof from Zionism. Anti-Zionism, among Jews, has been most active 
} in the wealthier classes, and rifest in England and in America. As an 
English Delegate, Mr. Philip Guedalla, explained to the Basle Congress, 
“it is not easy to be a good Zionist in a good country.”’ With the degree 
of success already obtained by the movement, however, active-Zionism 
seems to be waning, or at any rate to be less vocal than formerly among 
certain of the Jews who desire assimilation in some form or another. 
Other groups, not assimilationists, have doubts about the practicability 
or desirability of a big scale Jewish immigration to Palestine. Others 
again are critical of the economic and other features of the work as now 
conducted. In short many causes have held back Jews, who are not 
unfriendly to the Zionist idea, from pulling their weight in the movement. 
In the United States particularly, rich and powerful non-Zionist 
organisations have worked to relieve the misery of East European Jewry 
in other ways—notably in the last two years in furthering the settlement 
of Jews in the Crimea, for which the Soviet Government has given 
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facilities. Dr. Weizmann, President of the Zionist Organisation, saw 
clearly that, for moral as well as material reasons, the co-operation of al] 
Jewry is required to achieve success in Palestine. Not only have the 
Zionist funds failed to keep pace with the improving possibilities of 
colonisation offered under the British administration, but the inactivity 
of so many rich Jews was made a reproach to Zionists, and so felt to be 
by Zionists themselves. Last winter, therefore, after prolonged 
negotiations, an Agreement was signed with the foremost non-Zionist 
American group, which will give the non-Zionists a fifty-fifty representa- 
tion on the Jewish Agency. This entailed much mutual compromise and 
sacrifice, and oblivion of bitter past resentments. The arrangement 
has not yet taken effect. When it does (probably within a year) the 
results in unifying Jewish race consciousness on both sides of the 
Atlantic may be important. From the British point of view we may 
speculate with curiosity upon the consequences of infusion of the 
American brands of idealism and efficiency into Palestinian affairs. 
At Basle it was evident that Zionists still look upon the Agreement with 
misgiving, and that only statesmanship, and Dr. Weizmann’s personal 
influence, could have carried it through the Congress. 


Public opinion in the Congress expresses itself on party lines, and 
Delegations do not vote as geographical units. This in itself creates 
a fundamental difference between the Zionist and the normal type of 
International Congress. The groupings are of the Right, Centre, and 
Left, as in continental Parliaments. The Right is in opposition to the 
present Executive, and likely to remain in the minority, for the militant 
policy in Palestine advocated by the “‘ Revisionists ’’ is gradually losing 
ground. The most interesting party on the Right Wing are the Or thodox, 
or “ Mizrachi’ who disapprove of the modernism in religion and 
education manifest in the new generation of immigrants to Palestine. 

The Left is Labour. The Palestinian leaders in this party are men 
of great intelligence, which is fortunate, as labour problems are peculiarly 
complicated in the new society which is trying to build itself in a country 
where Arab labour is cheap and plentiful, and where the difference in 
standards of life between the newcomers and the older inhabitants is at 
present very wide. But the grip on realities shown by the majority of 
Palestinian Delegates of all parties was, naturally enough, not always 
manifest in speakers from European countries, or the United States. 
This was particularly evident in the impatient criticisms levelled at the 
Executive's methods of dealing with the British Government in London, 
and the British Administration in Jerusalem. After two thousand years 
of patient waiting, ten years seem, to many, too long a time to spend 
in merely digging the foundations of a National Home. It was explained 
by Dr. Weizmann in a remarkable speech which deeply impressed his 
hearers that the pace is set far more by the insufficiency of funds than 
by the slow working of the British official mind. 

Jewish colonisation has in fact outstripped the resources at the 
disposal of the Zionist Organisation, and this year the two must be 
brought more into line in order to end the economic crisis which has 
existed in Jewish Palestine for over a year. The Budget expenditure is 
to be reduced this year to £250,000 from a considerably greater sum. 
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The financial stringency was discussed by the Congress in a spirit of 
self-reproach for the short-comings of Jewry in this respect. No boast 
was made of the other facts that could not fail to strike an outsider, 
namely that 150,000 Jews have been drafted out of Europe into Palestine, 
and that the new-comers, apart from their share of taxation, have 
supplemented the government’s educational and health services by schools, 
hospitals, and maternity centres of their own providing, and that all 
this and more is mainly carried on by voluntary contributions from 
outside Palestine. 

In spite of certain criticisms of the Palestine Administration in matters 
of detail, the attitude of the Basle Congress towards the British 
Government and the British people was actively, not passively, friendly. 
The writer was, in private, repeatedly asked by Delegates of all political 
parties, and from many countries, including the United States, whether 
the British knew, or cared to know, that the adoption of the policy 
of a Jewish National Home in Palestine had gained for us fifteen million 
loyal friends in all quarters of the globe. 

(Contributed). 


(It should be noted that the above article was sent to press before the 
close of the Zionist Congress, a chronology of which will be found in the 
Bulletin.) 


I1.—_CHRONOLOGY. 


Australia. 


September 5th.—The Italian Commissioner-General of Immigration fur- 
nished a report to Signor Mussolini in which he said that Italian immigration 
into Australia on a large scale could not be thought of at present, because 
of (1) the opposition it might engender in the working classes ; and (2) the 
danger of depriving Italy of elements valuable to the development of her 
agriculture. 

Sepiember gth.—It was reported that in connection with the strike of 
railwaymen in progress in Queensland, the ‘“ International Propaganda 
Committee ’’ in Moscow had telegraphed to the strikers offering to “‘ come 
to their assistance at the first call.” 

September 13th.—It was announced that the Australian Government would 
withdraw the Ordinance forbidding Germans to enter the mandated territory 
of New Guinea at the end of September. 


Austria. 


September 12th.—Herr Seitz, the Burgomaster of Vienna, delivered a 
speech at a meeting called by the Social Democratic Party to protest against 
‘the bloodstained reactionary methods adopted against the Labour popu- 
lation since the disturbances of July last.’’ He urged the resignation of Herr 
Schoeber and stated that his successor would have to remain mindful of the 
fact that Vienna was ruled by Social Democrats. 


Belgium. 


September 2nd.—The Belgian Government has rejected the suggestions 
of the German Government that the proposed international enquiry into the 
alleged activities of francs-tireurs in Belgium at the beginning of the war 
might be extended to all facts relating to the war, and that the same method 
of international enquiry might be applied to other countries. 

September 3rd.—It was reported that in accordance with the agreement 
for the reduction of the total strength of the Armies of Occupation in the 
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Belgium—(contd.) 
Rhineland by about 14 per cent. that the Belgian contingent would be 


reduced from 6,300 to 5,400 men. 

September 11th.—A Convention was signed between Belgium and Portugal 
modifying the frontiers of Angola and the Belgian Congo, and dealing also 
with contraband, customs and health matters. 


Bolivia. 
September 6th.—In the course of a debate in parliament, the Foreign 


Minister, Senor Gutierrez, delivered a strong attack on the Communist Inter- 
national, which he charged with fomenting and spreading revolt in South 
America. 
Brazil. 

September 3rd.—The British community gave a banquet in honour of the 
British M.P’s. who had come to attend the International Parliamentary 
Commercial Conference. The occasion was marked by great cordiality. — 

September 5th.—The International Parliamentary Commercial Conference 
was opened, when the Minister for Foreign Affairs welcomed the delegates 
on behalf of his Government. 

September 6th.—It was stated that the contract with the French Military 
Mission attached to the Brazilian Army, which expires in September, will be 
renewed for a term of three years. 

Bulgaria. 

August 30th.—A disturbance occurred on the Yugoslav-Bulgarian frontier, 
in the course of which a Serbian soldier was killed. 

August 31st.—In reprisal for the incident on 30th August, the Serb soldiers 
killed a Bulgarian peasant. 

In a statement before his departure for Geneva, M. Bouroff, the Foreign 
Minister, said that the mission of the Bulgarian to the League Assembly 
would be to demonstrate the necessity for a loan to facilitate the economic 
and financial consolidation of the country. 

September 3rd.—M. Theunis, a former Prime Minister of Belgium, arrived 
in Sofia from Belgrade, in the course of his enquiry into the economic con- 
ditions in the Balkans. 

September 9th.—Railway agreement with Greece. (See Greece.) 


Canada. 
August 29th.—Possible establishment of Canadian Consular Offices in 


U.S.A. (See U.S.A.) 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
Civil Wars. 

Shanitung and Kiangsu. 

September 1st.—It was reported that many prisoners had arrived at 
Shanghai. They were stated to be Northerners, but it was thought that 
they were Chekiang men, who were formerly Chiang Kai-shek’s chief supporters 
and who had been disarmed by the Canton Nationalists. 

September 2nd.—It was reported that Sun Chuan-Fang’s main attack was 
being made on a point about twenty miles below Nanking, where he had 
gradually accumulated a force of about 20,000 men. It was reported that 
he had lost 1,800 men, taken as prisoners, the fighting had been severe but 
indecisive. It was stated that most of the men belonged to the Kiangsu 
region. 

Further reported that a column of Shantung troops was being sent into 
North Anhwei to support Sun Chuan-fang’s right flank against any overland 
movement from Anking or Wuhu. 
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Chinese Imernal Affatvs— contd.) 


September 3vd.—Four of Sun Chuan-fang’s cruisers bombarded the Woo- 
sung forts and an aeroplane flew over the Kiangnan arsenal near Shanghai 
and dropped two bombs. There were no hits. 

September 4th.—It was reported that the Nationalists claimed to have 
recrossed the river and retaken Pukow. It was believed that Sun Chuan- 
fang had received a set back. 

September 4th.—Four Northern Generals were stated to have been shot 
in Nanking. 

September 5th.—It was reported that about 10,000 Northern troops had 
been captured by the Nationalists at Nanking. 

Further reported that Sun Chuan-fang had apparently evacuated Pukow 
and was concentrating at Tung-chow, on the north bank of the Yangtze 
estuary. 

September gth.—It was reported that Sun Chuan-fang’s venture across 
the Yangtze had been a failure, but that as only 20,000 troops had been 
employed the consequences had not been serious. His forces were reported 
to be on the Hwai railway (eighty miles north of the Yangtze). 


Honan. 

September 2nd.—It was reported that operations against Feng Yu-hsiang 
were in abeyance owing to the reluctance of Yen Hsi-Shan (the Tuchun of 
Shansi) to comply with the requirements of the Northern allies. 

September 5th.—It was reported that in sympathy with the Nationalist 
activity in North Anhwei, Feng Yu-hsiang had made thrusts along the Lung- 
hai Railway but had been repulsed. 

September 13th.—It was reported in the Chinese Press that three of Feng 
Yu-hsiang’s generals had declared their independence and were stated to be 
moving on Chenchow from the south and to have demanded Feng’s retire- 
ment. Railway communication between Chengchow and Hankow was 
suspended. 

Shanghai. 

August 31st.—It was officially announced that the surtax of 50 per cent- 
on tonnage dues imposed by the Nanking Government last July would be 
rescinded from 1st September. 

September 1st.—Following the decision of the British Court in the case 
concerning the payment of the Nationalist tax of 30 per cent. (see Bulletin 
Nos, 4 and 5), on 25th August, a similar action was heard in the American 
Court. After the case had begun a Chinese lawyer appearing for the National- 
ists stated that the 30 per cent. had been removed and the case was thereupon 
stopped. 

September 4th.—It was stated that the Nationalist Government refused 
to allow the Chinese Jockey Club to hold races unless it guaranteed £25,000 
to the Nationalists as racing tax for the season. 


The Peking Government. 


_ September 13th.—Protest of Japanese Minister. (See Foreign Relations.) 
The Kuomintang. 


The Nanking Government. 


September 1st.—It was reported that according to Mr. C. C. Wu, Foreign 
Minister, a full session of the Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang 
would be held in Nanking on 15th September, when a formal amalgamation 
of the Governments of Hankow and Nanking would take place. 

September 4th.—It was reported that Mrs. Chiang Kai-shek had arrived 
at Honolulu em route for U.S.A. 


127 














Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.) 
The Hankow Government. 

September 1st.—Reported early amalgamation with the Nanking 

Government. (See The Kuomintang, The Nanking Government.) 
Canton. 

September 1st.—In consequence of the refusal of the Canton merchants 
to provide {1,000,000 towards a loan, the Government closed the Centra] 
Bank and arrested six leading merchants. The Merchant Guilds then 
agreed to provide their three-fifths of the loan, but upon the native banks 
declining to provide the balance the Government seized all the Banks, 
A few prominent bankers fled to Shameen. It was later reported that the 
bankers had decided to comply. 

September 2nd.—Publication of correspondence with Hongkong Govern- 
ment on subject of piracy. (See Foreign Relations.) 

It was reported that the Chinese river steamer ‘“‘ Kochow’’ had been 
attacked by pirates near Samshui, 30 miles west of Canton ; the chief engineer 
was killed. 

September 4th.—It was reported that the name of the chief engineer of 
the Chinese steamer “‘ Kochow’’ who was murdered on 2nd September 
by pirates was R. Black. 

September 7th.—It was reported that the Canton merchants were entirely 
subdued and were advancing the required loans for the Government. It was 
also stated that some branches of the Hongkong Chinese foreign-style banks 
had also been compelled to contribute. 

Some fighting on the Kwangtung northern border with the “ Reds” 
was reported. Generals Ho Lung and Yeh Ting were approaching Swatow. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

August 31st.—The British vessel ‘‘ Yatshing,’’ Hongkong to Shanghai, 
was seized by pirates and taken to Bias Bay where booty worth £2,000 was 
taken from her. It was reported that there was considerable naval activity 
at Hongkong in consequence of this piracy. 

It was reported that Chinese guns on the Yangtze fired heavily on a 
convoy. The British gunboat ‘‘ Cockchafer ’’ returned the fire and was hit 
by one shell from the battery but received only slight damage. 

It was officially announced that during the coming trooping season the 
Shanghai Defence Force would be reduced by the withdrawal of four infantry 
battalions and the 1st Field Brigade, R.A. 

September 1st.—Two British steamers arrived at Hankow and reported 
that they were heavily fired on near Wuhu, one of them being hit by 60 and 
the other by 100 rifle bullets. There were no casualties. 

Trial of case in American Court. (See Shanghai.) 

It was reported that a raid had been carried out by British ships at 
Bias Bay. 

Reports were given of two different parties that had left Kansu in June 
but it was stated that no clue had been found of the identity of the party 
that had been murdered by Lamas in Szechwan. (See BULLETIN, Nos. 4 
and 5 of 3vd September.) 

September 2nd.—Details of the British naval raid on the pirates’ quarters 
in Bias Bay were made public. The houses of the pirates were blown up 
in two villages but no casualties occurred and no prisoners were taken. 

The Hongkong Government published the correspondence with the 
Canton Government on the subject of piracy which, it was stated, revealed 
the worthlessness of the Canton Government’s persistent pretence to deal 


with the Bias Bay pirates. 


, 
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Chinese Foreign Relations—(contd.) 
September 5th.—Six R.A.F. machines were landed at Shanghai from 
H.M.S. “‘ Argus.” 
Reprisals were reported to have been taken for the ‘‘ Kochow”’ piracy 
when three gunboats were engaged against two villages on the West River 
above Canton. 

September 13th.—It was reported that Mr. Yoshizawa, the Japanese 
Minister in Peking, had personally protested to Chang Tso-lin against 
anti-Japanese agitation in Manchuria. It was reported that additional 
Japanese police had been drafted to Mukden. Chang Tso-lin instructed 


the local authorities to suppress any manifestations. 


Cyrenaica. 
September 4th.—It was reported that the Italian troops had surrounded 


and captured a band of tribesmen who, after their defeat on roth August, 
had attempted to form a centre of resistance in the forest of Gasr Remtaiat. 
The majority of the insurgent forces were captured, together with 400 camels 
and 100 rifles. They were stated to have sustained a loss of 218 dead. 
The Italian casualties were stated to be slight. 


Czechoslovakia. 

September 4th—The Government having issued an order dissolving the 
organization of Fascist Youth in Prague, General Gaida, leader of the 
Fascist movement in Czechoslovakia announced that this organization would 
be reconstructed on the lines of a gymnastic association. 

Egypt. 

September 7th.—Moslem Supreme Council’s decision with regard to 
mourning for Saad Zaghlul Pasha. (See Palestine.) 

September 1oth.—Abdel Khalek Pasha Sarwat, the Prime Minister, 
returned from Europe and was warmly welcomed by leading Wafdists as 
well as by the Liberals. 

Esthonia. 

August 31st.—Failure to reach an agreement in Latvo-Esthonian 
Conference. (See Latvia.) 

September 1st.—The Esthonian Customs Delegation which should have 
arrived at Riga for a joint conference to co-ordinate the customs tariffs 
in accordance with the Latvo-Esthonian Customs Union Treaty postponed 
its departure from Reval indefinitely. Dr. Akel, Foreign Minister, stated 
that co-ordination had become impossible on account of the Latvo-Soviet 
Treaty. 

France. 

August 30th.—M. Briand, in a speech on European peace before the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union reiterated his faith in Locarno. 

August 31st.—The text of the Franco-German Commercial Treaty was 
published in the Journal Officiel. The position with regard to German trade 
in Morocco was regulated by an annex to Articles 42 and 44. 

It was reported that the Government had decided to expel from France 
the Correspondent of the Tass Agency, the Russian Soviet news agency. 

Sir Austen Chamberlain received the Album which had been compiled 
for presentation to Great Britain under the auspices of the Committee 
“La France a l’Empire Britannique.”’ 

September 1st.—Franco-American relations. (See U.S.A.) 

September 2nd.—Appointment of new delegate to the League of Nations. 
(See League of Nations.) 

September 4th.—Senator Borah’s protest ve French Loans in U.S.A. 
(See U.S.A.) 
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Chinese Foreign Relations—(contd.). 


September 4th.—The Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that the 
Government had recently protested to the Soviet Government against the 
action of M. Rakovsky, the Soviet Ambassador in Paris, in signing a manifesto 
inciting citizens of any countries with which Soviet Russia might be at war 
“to work actively in defeat of their Governments.’’ M. Chicherin, Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs, eventually gave M. Herbette, the French Ambassador 
in Moscow, a written disavowal of M. Rakovsky’s action. 

September 5th.—It was stated that the meeting of the League of Nations 
was being followed with close interest in Paris, where reports of a Pact of 
Non-Aggression for Eastern Europe were attracting much attention. 

M. Rakovsky issued a statement in connection with the French Govern- 
ment protest of 4th September, in which he said that the only proper inference 
to be drawn from his action was that he would “ work with still greater 
energy to set aside the difficulties existing between Russia and France.”’ 

The manoeuvres undertaken by the French armies on the Rhine began. 
Cavalry manoeuvres were undertaken in Lorraine. 

September 9th.—M. Millerand, a former President of the Republic, has 
accepted an invitation to stand as candidate at a by-election to fill a vacancy 
in the Senate. 

September 1toth.—The Cabinet discussed the question of asking for the 
recall of M. Rakovsky, but in the absence of M. Briand no decision was 
reached. 

September 12th.—Count Carlo Nardini, the Italian Vice-Consul, was shot 
and mortally wounded by a man alleged to be Italian named Serge Di 
Modugno who was captured. A search on his person and in his rooms 
revealed nothing. 


Germany. 

August 31st.—Publication.of text of Franco-German Commercial Treaty, 
(See France.) 

It was reported that Herr Loebe, one of the members of the German 
Delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary Conference, declared in a statement 
to the press that union with Austria was essential, that Germany was 
unanimous in demanding a rectification of the eastern frontier, and considered 
the evacuation of the Rhine as essential. 

September 2nd.—The Reich Federation of German Industry met in 
Frankfurt. 

Belgian refusal of German Government’s suggestion for international 
enquiry commission re francs-tiveurs. (See Belgium.) 

September 3rd.—The annual meeting of the Federation of German Industry 
concluded. Dr. Curtius, Reich Minister of Economic Affairs, spoke on the 
subject of foreign borrowings by Germany and of European economic 
developments by way of trade treaties. 

September 4th.—Conversations between Soviet Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs and German Ambassador in Moscow ve League Assembly. (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

The German press was stated to be making most of the Belgian refusal 
to agree to the proposed enquiry into franc-tireur activities in I914. 

An attempt was made to assassinate Herr Steger, a German member of 
the commercial staff of the American Consulate in Dresden, by a person 
of unknown identity. 

September 5th.—It was reported that at a meeting in Halberstadt of the 
Pan-German Union a resolution was passed demanding, in view of the recent 
riots in Vienna and the world-wide demonstrations on behalf of Sacco and 
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Germany—(contd.) 
Vanzetti, the abolition of the Communist Party, together with all other 
Communist organizations, and the suppression of Communist newspapers. 

September 6th.—German-Lithuanian tension. (See Lithuania.) 

September 8th.—It was reported that the Inter-Allied Rhineland 
Commission had forbidden the display in occupied territory of flags bearing 
the insignia of the Nationalist Steel Helmet Society. An issue of 
Kladdevadatsch, a humorous newspaper which has from time to time made 
the army the subject of its cartoons, was also stated to have been prohibited. 

On account of an article entitled ‘‘ Be Careful ’’ about which the Soviet 
Embassy had lodged a complaint, the issue of the Russian Democratic 
newspaper Rul was seized by the Berlin police. It was asserted in the 
article that ‘‘ man-traps ’’ existed in Soviet Embassies, Legations, and other 
similar official buildings. 

September gth.—Herr Stresemann’s speech at League Assembly. (See 
League of Nations.) 

September 11th.—The Central German Reich Officials’ Association met 
at Magdeburg when Herr Koehler, Minister of Finance, outlined the scheme 
for the increase in officials’ pay on an average of 25 per cent. 

September 13th.—Reported provisional arrangements for German-Spanish 
Aviation Treaty. (See Spain.) 

Great Britain. 

August 31st.—Presentation of Album to Great Britain. (See France.) 

Two British pilots, Lieut.-Col. F. Minchin and Capt. Leslie Hamilton, 
accompanied by Princess Loewenstein-Wertheim as passenger, started their 
aeroplane flight across the Atlantic from England. 

September z2nd.—M. Sehja has been appointed Latvian Consul-General 
in London in succession to M. Birin. 

September 5th.—Reported proposed treaty with Transjordan. (See 
Transjordan.) 

September 7th-—At the Trades Union Congress the General Council 
issued a statement to the effect that in the existing circumstances no useful 
purpose would be served by continuing negotiations with the All-Russian 
Council of Trade Unions so long as their attitude and policy were maintained. 

Departure of Prime Minister of Iraq to negotiate the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. 

(See Ivaq.) 

September 8th.—The Trades Union Congress endorsed the recommendations 
of its General Council to break off negotiations with the All-Russian Trades 
Unions by a majority of nearly 2,000,000 on a card vote. 

September 12th.—Conclusion of trial of twenty-six so-called “ British ” 
spies. (See U.S.S.R.) 

Greece. 

August 30th.—The Chamber was prorogued until 15th October. It voted 
the law dealing with the responsibility of former Ministers, containing 
clauses providing for the trial of General Pangalos. 

September 9th.—The Greek and Bulgarian Governments entered into an 
agreement in regard to the joining up of their railways between Petritch 
and Demirhissar. 


The Hejaz. 

September 1st.—M. Bielkin’s report on commercial conditions in The 
Hejaz. (See U.S.S.R.) 

September 8th.—It was reported that the agent of the Wahabi King 
tothe Imam Yahya of Sanaa had returned as no settlement could be reached 
with regard to the frontier, which the Idrissi claimed should include Hodeida, 
Lahia, and Maidi. 
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Hongkong. 

September 7th.—The strike of the China Navigation Company’s officers 
which had caused the laying up of the fleet since 30th June was reported 
to have been settled. 


Hungary. 

September 12th.—It was announced that a delegation would proceed on 
zoth September to Belgrade in order to resume negotiations upon unsettled 
questions arising out of the Treaty of Trianon concerning matters of 
administration, finance and traffic. 


Iraq. 

September 7th.—It was reported that on the occasion of the Prime 
Minister’s departure to join King Feisal in France, a Cabinet statement 
was issued announcing that the long period of correspondence between the 
two allies, Great Britain and Iraq, about the revision of the Anglo-Iraqi 
Treaty had ended and that the Prime Minister was leaving for Europe with 
full authority to negotiate on behalf of the Government of Iraq. 


Italy. 

September 1st.—Seven new Fascist Prefects were nominated. 

September 2nd.—Reported agreement with the Yemen. (See The Yemen.) 

September 4th.—lItalian success in Cyrenaica. (See Cyvenaica.) 

It was reported that Signor Mussolini had issued a circular letter with 
regard to the use and display of the Fascist emblem to all Government 
Departments, the Senate, the Chamber of Deputies and the Prefects of 
the Kingdom. 

The Stefani Agency formally denied the report published in the Cairo 
newspaper Al Ahvam of the conclusion of a supplementary agreement to 
the Trade Treaty recently signed between Italy and The Yemen. 

September 5th.—Report of Italian Commissioner-General of Immigration 
in Australia. (See Australia:) 

September 6th.—The Order Sheet of the Fascist party announced that 
“‘ for an indefinite and certainly long period the lira will not rise above 89 
or sink below go to the £ stg.”’ 

September 12th.—Shooting of Italian Vice-Consul. 


Japan. 

September 3vd.—Viscount Ishii, the retiring Japanese Ambassador to 
France, left Marseilles for Yokohama. 

September 13th.—Japanese Minister’s protest to Peking Government. 
(See China, Foreign Relations.) 


Latvia. 

August 31st.—It was reported that the conference of the Latvian and 
Esthonian Foreign Ministers had not produced an agreement for the dispute 
over the Latvian-Soviet Trade Treaty. Each Minister issued a separate 
statement on the results of the Conference. 

September 1st.—Postponement of conference ve co-ordination of customs 
tariffs with Esthonia. (See Esthonia.) 

September 2nd.—Appointment of new Consul-General to Great Britain. 

(See Great Britain.) 

September 13th.—The text of the Latvian-Soviet Trade Agreement was 

distributed to Latvian economic organizations. 


(See France.) 


League of Nations. 

September ist.—The 46th session of the Council began in Geneva. 
At a long private meeting Polish rights at Danzig were discussed, and Hert 
Stresemann pressed for a decision by the Council. The Council decided to 
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League of Nations—(contd.). 

refer the matter to a committee of jurists, and also the question of the 
conditions in which a matter in regard to which the Council had already 
iven a decision might be re-opened. 

September 2nd.—The session of the Council was continued in public 
when it was decided that steps should be taken to give effect to the resolutions 
of the recent Press Conference. 

M. Lucien Hubert, president of the French Senate Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, was appointed a member of the French delegation to the League 
in the place of M. Henri de Jouvenel who had resigned. 

September 4th.—At its meeting the Council discussed: (1) liquidation of 
the properties of Greek and Bulgarian refugees under the recommendations 
of the Rumbold report ; (2) the ratification of agreements concluded under 
the auspices of the League under which item the Opium Convention was 
discussed. The representative of Salvador announced that his Government 
had just passed its ratification, and the Rumanian and Dutch delegates 
declared that their Governments were on the point of doing so; (3) Hygiene 
in South America. The Colombian delegate asserted that he would like to 
see more League meetings held in South America. The idea was likewise 
endorsed by Baron Adachi, the Japanese delegate. Sir Austen Chamberlain 
welcomed the idea though he pointed out the obvious difficulties. The 
President added that personally he considered there was no obstacle why 
the Council could not occupy itself with the political affairs of non-European 
countries. 

Senor Villegas (Chile), the acting President, delivered a speech reviewing 
the activities of the League during the past year. Senor Guani (Uruguay) 
was elected the new President. 

It was stated that Canada had decided to apply for one of the non- 
permanent seats on the Council which becomes vacant this year. 

In the course of consideration of the items on the agenda of the present 
session, it was decided, on the request of the British Government, to withdraw 
from the agenda a British proposal with reference to what questions are and 
what are not within the sphere of the League. 

Appointment of Commissioners to the mandated territory of Western 
Samoa. (See New Zealand.) 

September 6th.—Sir Austen Chamberlain, at a reception of the press, 
explained the attitude of the British Delegation on a variety of points. 
With regard to the proposed candidature of Canada for a seat on the 
Council he said that he would certainly support her with his vote. With 
reference to the Polish project for international guarantees, he said that, in 
his opinion, no advantage would be gained by the signing of a new document 
of security. 

M. Bulaerts van Blockland, the Netherlands Foreign Minister, proposed 
a resolution stating that whereas it was not desirable to re-open the debate 
on the Protocol of 1924, it was desirable to see if the time was not opportune 
to resume the study of the principles upon which the Protocol was based. 

September 7th.—It was reported that the Polish Government had pre- 
sented the draft text of the scheme for common defence against aggression 
which it was known to be elaborating. The draft had not been published, 
but copies had been given to Sir Austen Chamberlain, M. Briand, Herr 
Stresemann and several of the delegations of the smaller states. It was 
understood that the British Delegation had agreed that if the Polish scheme 
were found closely to resemble the Geneva Protocol of 1924, it could not be 
accepted by any of them. 

September 8th.—It was reported that the Polish delegate, instead of 
introducing his ‘‘ Declaration against War ’”’ into the Assembly telegraphed 
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League of Nations—(contd.) 
to Warsaw for further instructions. Though the details of the scheme had 
not been made public it came in for some incidental criticism in the Assembly 
when the two rival points of view as to the proper sphere of activity of the 
League were advocated by M. Hambro (Norway) and M. Politis (Greece), 
The former argued against the tendency of the Council to ignore the Assembly, 
The Greek delegate stated that the time was not yet ripe for the application 
of the principles of the Protocol. It was later reported that the draft of the 
Polish proposal had been handed to the heads of the delegation of Locarno 
Powers in the evening. 

At a meeting of the Council, Sir Austen Chamberlain made a statement 
on behalf of the British Government when the question of financial assist- 
ance for States which were the victims of aggression came up for discussion. 
While he expressed general sympathy with the scheme drawn up by the 
Finance Committee, he stated that it would involve his country in financial 
liabilities for which Parliamentary sanction was required and his Govern- 
ment did not think that it would serve any purpose to ask Parliament for 
that sanction until the whole business of disarmament had been carried 
further. 

The latest report of the Mandates Commission was presented to the 
Council, which approved the proposal that an extra seat on the Commission 
should be created (for Germany). In reference to the question of the 
‘“‘ sovereignty ’’ of an administering State over territory which it held under 
a ‘‘C’’ Mandate, the Commission declared that the position of the Mandatory 
Power was perfectly clear. 

September 9th.—Herr Stresemann, the German Foreign Minister, addressed 
a meeting of the Assembly and stated that war was not a true organ of evolu- 
tion and could only make trouble and misery and finally anarchy. Germany, 
he said, was in need of security more than any other country. He added 
that France and Germany had performed many great deeds in the war, 
and he hoped that henceforth they would be rivals in the work of civilisation. 
He terminated his speech by saying that before the end of the present Session 
Germany would sign the optional clause of The Hague Statute, which makes 
arbitration obligatory in certain categories of dispute. Herr Stresemann 
approved the work of the World Economic Conference, which, he said, had 
facilitated the conclusion of the Franco-German Trade Treaty. He therefore 
supported the suggestion of Sir Edward Hilton Young that a permanent body 
should be created to carry on the work of the Economic Conference. 

The Polish “‘ declaration ’’ against war was introduced, in a revised form, 
into the Assembly by M. Sokal, the Polish delegate, of which the text was: 

Realizing the solidarity uniting the international community, inspired by 
the firm will to maintain peace, recognising that a war of aggression must 
never serve as a means of settling differences, believing that the solemn 
renunciation of all war is of a nature to create an atmosphere of general 

confidence and one which will be favourable to the progress of the work ol 

disarmament, the Assembly of the League declare :— 

(1) That all war is and remains prohibited. 

(2) That all pacific means must be employed for the settlement of disputes 

of no matter what nature which may arise among the States. 

Members of the League of Nations are under obligation to conform to 
these principles. 

The passage in the earlier draft, inviting members of the League to con- 
clude pacts of non-aggression, was eliminated from the final draft. 

Herr Ludwig Kast was appointed as German member of the Mandates 


Commission. 
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League of Nations—(contd.) 


September 9th.—The Secretary-General circulated to members of the 
Assembly a resolution of the Council accepting an offer of funds up to 
$2,000,000 (£400,000) from an American group for the establishment of a 
League library. 

September 1toth.—Sir Austen Chamberlain addressed the Assembly and 
made a statement on British policy in regard to the League. 

September 12th.—The offer made by Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Junior, for 
the establishment of a League library was accepted by the Assembly. 

The debate in the Assembly on the year’s work of the League closed. 

The Assembly went into Committee. M. Motta, President of the Swiss 
Confederation made a notable speech, and Senator Dandurand (Canada) 
outlined the position of Canada with regard to the problem of disarmament. 

Sir Austen Chamberlain in a statement to the Press, dealt again with the 
position of the British Empire in relation to disarmament and pacts. 

September 13th.—The Third Committee of the League continued the 
general discussion on disarmament. Several speeches were made, all strongly 
in favour of pursuing the work of the Preparatory Commission for the Dis- 
armament Commission. M . Sokal (Poland), declared that they should 
labour to dissipate the fear of war and to consolidate the pacific sentiments 
of the world. Jonkheer van Louden (Netherlands) contended that all wars 
should be prohibited, not only wars of aggression. M. Paul-Boncour (France), 
defended the Geneva Protocol and urged that the principles of that instru- 
ment should be embodied in regional agreements. 

At the Sixth Committee, the question of the recent judgment of the 
Supreme Court of Sierra Leone (upholding the right, under Sierra Leone law, 
of a slave-owner to recapture an escaped slave) was raised. Sir Edward 
Hilton Young said that the decision came as a disagreeable surprise to the 
British Government. The Committee approved the Slavery Convention 
and appointed Sir Edward Hilton Young as Rapporteur to the Assembly. 

The Financial Committee of the League issued the report of its 28th 
Session. In this the Committee recommended the issue to Greece of a loan, 
under the auspices of the League, not exceeding {9,000,000 for the settlement 
of her refugees and the stabilization of her currency. 

The League Budget for 1928, placed at about £987,000, was issued, 
showing an increase of I.4 per cent on that of 1927. 


Lithuania. 


August 31st.—The Lithuanian Government handed to the Foreign 
Diplomatic representative at Kovno a Note protesting against the Polish 
military authorities in the Vilna district who, it was stated, approached the 
demarcation line on 25th August and demanded the return, within 48 hours, 
of the Polish soldier and the horses and vehicle which, they alleged, had been 
taken across the frontier by refugees, adding that unless the demand was 
complied with, Lithuania would have to take the consequences. It appeared 
that Lithuania had not complied but that no further developments had been 
reported. 

September 6th.—As a result of the criticisms in local German newspapers 
of Lithuanian methods in the recent elections, the local Lithuanian author- 
ities arrested three German citizens, not citizens of Memel, occupying editorial 
positions, and expelled them, in spite of official German protests. 

Sepltember 11th.—A local insurrection, engineered by Captain Majus, 
occurred in Taurage, a small town near Memel. The police were 
disarmed, prisons opened, and £4,600 was stolen from the local bank. Upon 
the arrival of the military the insurgents decamped leaving one or two of 
their number killed and wounded. A Colonel Hess was killed. 





335 














16 


Mexico. 


September 1st.—The Mexican Congress opened and President Calles reaq 
his annual message, which was principally devoted to international relations, 






Morocco. 
September 1st.—General Sanjurjo, the Spanish High Commissioner and 
Commander-in-Chief in Morocco, left Madrid on his return to Morocco. 


September 2nd.—The repatriation of the Spanish troops in Morocco began 
on a large scale. 

It was reported that, as compared with last year, the revenue from 
Morocco had, up to date, increased by nearly 2,500,000 pesetas (about 
£86,000). Expenditure had been nearly 6,000,000 pesetas (£207,000) lower 
than was budgeted for in the Government subsidy. 










New Zealand. 


September 5th.—The Government has appointed the two Commissioners, 
who will undertake the enquiry into the situation in the mandated territory 


of Western Samoa. 






Palestine. 

August 31st.—An attempt to blow up the “ Wailing Place of the Jews” 
occurred in an Arab house, opposite the ‘‘ Wailing Place.”’ 

September 1st.—The explosion near the “‘ Wailing Place ’’ has been traced 
to an inter-Arab family feud. The loser in a law suit blew up the house of 
his neighbour, the successful litigant, with dynamite. 

September 7th.—It was reported that as a sign of mourning for Saad 
Pasha Zaghlul, the Moslem Supreme Council m Palestine had decreed that 
there were to be no festivities in connection with the Birthday of the 
Prophet Mohamed (September 8th). 

Trial of Jews in connection with their behaviour at the funeral of the 
Jewess Neigo. (See Turkey.) 

September gth.—In consequence of the large number of unemployed in 
Palestine, regulations restricting immigration have been applied. 



















Permanent Court of International Justice. 


September 7th.—The Court, by the casting vote of the President, gave 
judgment in the “‘ Lotus”’ case, holding that Turkey’s action was not con- 
trary to the principles of International Law. 


September g9ith.—The Optional Clause of the Statute for the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, providing for compulsory jurisdiction has 
been signed and ratified by a number of smaller States. M. Briand signed 
it on behalf of France, with the option of denunciation in case the Protocol | 
of Arbitration, Security and Disarmament of 1924 became inoperative. 














Persia. 


August 31st.—It was announced that a party had been formed under 
the name of Irani Noh (New Persian) with a policy modelled upon the Fascist. 


September 13th.—The Persian Mejliss passed a Bill authorizing the 
expenditure of 100,000 krans (£2,000 nominal) for the relief of Persians 
in Iraq, and to enable them to obtain passports to return to Persia. It was 
also decided that no pa sports were to be issued to Persians for proceeding 
to Iraq until a better understanding was established between the two 
countries. 
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Poland. 

August 31st.—Lithuanian Note to Poland. (See Lithuania.) 

September 2nd.—A young Russian, stated to belong to Vilna, was shot 
dead by an official at the Soviet Legation in Warsaw. Soviet circles alleged 
that he was connected with a Royalist organization and that he had visited 
the Legation to attempt to assassinate the Chargé d’ Affaires. 

September 4th.—It was reported that the circumstances in which 
M. Treikovitch was shot by a member of the Soviet Legation had not yet 
been cleared up. It appeared that M. Treikovitch although a Russian by 
birth was a Polish citizen. 

September 6th.—The Foreign Office issued a communiqué stating that 
Poland would propose at the present session of the League a non-aggression 
pact supplementary to the Covenant of the League. The new pact would 
have for its aim the increase of general security of confidence between 
nations, also the authority of the League. 

September 7th.—Polish proposal to the League. (See League of Nations.) 

September 7th.—It was reported that Herr Lober, assistant-editor of the 
Kattowitzer Zeitung, and another member of its staff were arrested following 
the discovery that a German spy organization discovered last June+had 
continued its work since that time, and had remained in close contact with 
the above paper. The legal adviser of the newspaper, Herr Derbeck, was 
reported to have escaped to Germany. 

September 8th.—U.S.S.R. attitude towards shooting affair at the Soviet 
Legation, Warsaw. (See U.S.S.R.) 

September 9th.—M. Mostowzic, a member of the staff of an Opposition 
newspaper was seized on his way home by several men and taken bound 
to a forest where he was badly beaten. His assailants explained that it 
was a punishment for his attacks on Marshal Pilsudski. 






















Portugal. 
September 11th.—Belgian-Portuguese Convention. (See Belgium.) 






Reparations. 

September 1st.—The fourth year of the reparation payments under the 
Dawes Plan began. The Agent-General announced that Germany had 
made payment of the full annuity of 1,500,000,000 gold marks (£75,000,000) 
provided for the third year of the experts’ plan, except for a balance of 
20,000,000 marks on account of the transport tax, which does not become 
due until 15th September. 

September 7th.—The Reparation Commission met under the Chairmanship 
of M. Chapsal and settled certain questions concerning payments to be 
made during the Fourth Annuity year. It further approved various contracts 
affecting several Allied countries for deliveries in kind of coal, nitrate, 
dyestuffs and material for railways, shipbuilding and telephone cables. 















Spain. 
September 1st.—Return to General Sanjurjo to Morocco. (See Morocco.) 
September 2nd.—Repatriation of Spanish troops. (See Morocco.) 

Report on revenue and expenditure in Morocco. (See Morocco.) 

September 6th.—The draft of the Royal Decree for convoking the National 
Assembly was laid before the King by his Prime Minister. 

September 12th.—The King convoked a new National Consultative 
Assembly to meet in Madrid in October. Its members will be appointed for 
three years by the Crown. The Marquess de Estella informed the Press 
that he hoped that at the end of the three years Spain would be ready to return 
toa normal political condition, which will, however, be quite different from 
that prevailing in the country before his coup d’Etat four years ago. 
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September 13th.—It was reported that Spanish and German delegates 
had held a meeting at San Sebastian and made provisional arrangements for 
an Aviation Treaty between Spain and Germany. 


Syria. 

September 5th.—It was reported that as a result of the controversy 
between the Royal Dutch and the Standard Oil Company over Soviet oi! 
concessions a price-cutting war in Syria was in progress. 


Transjordan. 

September 1ist.—It was announced in a new published Transjordan 
Customs Ordinance that there would be no Customs barrier between Palestine, 
Transjordan, Syria, Nejd, and the Hejaz, except in regard to tobacco, 
alcohol and spirits. 

September 5th.—It was reported that a Jerusalem newspaper had published 
the draft of a proposed Treaty whereby Great Britain was to recognize the 
independence of Transjordan, and provision was to be made for the 
government of that country by the Emir Abdullah. 


Turkey. 

August 31st.—It was announced that the Turkish Commercial Delegation 
covering North and Central Europe had been transferred from Antwerp 
to Amsterdam. 

September 2nd.—The elections for the Grand National Assembly began 
throughout the country. 

September 5th.—Returns from all parts of the country indicated that 
everywhere candidates belonging to the Popular Party (Kemalist) had been 
successful in the General Election. In Stamboul alone an Independent 
candidate obtained one vote. 

September 7th.—Decision of Permanent Court of International Justice 
in ‘“‘ Lotus’’ case. (See Permanent Court of International Justice.) 

The trial of the nine Jews accused of having used insulting language 
during the funeral of the murdered Jewess Neigo was continued. 

September 8th.—It was reported that according to the official newspaper 
Milliet in Constantinople, a conspiracy had been discovered in Anatolia for 
blowing up the presidential train containing Ghazi Pasha and his advisers 
while on its way to Angora. 

It was announced that the Turkish authorities had forbidden Jews to 
travel in Anatolia except with the permission of the Minister of the Interior. 

September 12th.—Writing in the official newspaper Hakkimiet Mahmud 
Bey, the deputy for Seerd, discussed Turco-Greek relatiéns and especially 
in connection with the activities of ‘‘ the 150.” 


The Yemen. 

September 1st.—M. Bielkin’s report on commercial prospects in The 
Yemen. (See U.S.S.R.) 

September 2nd.—The Cairo journal Al Ahram published particulars of 
an alleged secret agreement between Italy and the Yemen in which Italy 
agreed to render all possible help to the Yemen Government. 

September 4th.—Denial of reported supplementary agreement to the Trade 
Treaty with Italy. (See Italy.) 


U.S.A. 

August 29th.—The possible establishment by Canada of Consular offices 
in the U.S.A. was discussed at Washington by members of the Royal Canadian 
Customs Commission and representatives of the State and Treasury 


Departments. 
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U.S.A.—(contd.) 

September 1st.—M. Claudel, the French Ambassador, returned to 
Washington and announced that it was his Government’s intention to 
negotiate a refunding loan on the American market. M. Bokanowski, the 
French Minister of Finance, was also in America. 

It was announced by the headquarters of the Peace Society that M. Briand 
would address the World Conference on International Justice which is to 
be held in Cleveland in May, 1928. 

The State Department refused to permit the shipment abroad of 
150,000 army rifles which Soviet agents attempted to purchase in the U.S.A. 

: September 3vd.—It was announced that President Coolidge in making it 
known that he did not intend to call a special session of Congress, also 
indicated his attitude towards: (1) the possibility of an appreciable measure 
of tax reduction; (2) the maintenance of the existing policy in regard to 
China and Mexico. There was no reference to the naval programme, but the 
President’s attitude towards tax reduction provided by implication confirma- 
tion of his strong desire to keep expenditure in this direction as low as possible. 

September 4th.—A letter from Senator Borah to Mr. Kellogg exp essing 
the hope that the State Department would discourage the grant of further 
loans to France while the question of the war debt remained unsettled was 
made public. 

Attempted murder of U.S. Consulate official. (See Germany.) 

September 5th.—A bomb exploded between the building of the Supreme 
Court, Brooklyn, and the Hall of Records, but did little damage. It was 
believed to be in the nature of a reprisal for the execution of Sacco and 
Vanzetti. Three Mexicans were arrested on the suspicion of being implicated. 
Maps and photographs of public buildings in New York were found in 
their room. 


The Brooklyn police while later arresting several men on suspicion of 
having caused the bomb explosion outside the Supreme Court buildings 


discovered a bomb-factory. 


U.S.S.R. 

September 1st.—Attempted Soviet purchase of U.S.A. rifles. (See U.S.A.) 

M. Bielkin returned from a special ‘‘ commercial expedition ’’ to Arabia 
and delivered to the Chamber of Commerce in Moscow a report on commercial 
prospects with the Hejaz, Yemen, Asir, Nejd, and Eritrea. It was reported 
that as a result the Soviet authorities had decided ‘‘ to establish a regular 
steamer service between Odessa and the coast of Arabia.”’ 

September 2nd.—It was reported that the ‘“‘ trial mobilization ’’ of the 
Red Army was causing alarm among the masses and that rumours of 
impending war were in circulation. The Political Department issued a 
warning to ‘‘ whisperers who utilize mobilization for the circulation of all 
sorts of alarming reports’ and threatened severe punishment. 

, Shooting of Russian by an official at Soviet Legation in Warsaw. (See 
oland.) 

In connection with the arrest, on 26th August near Petrozavodsk, of 
Sergei Vladimirovitch and a former officer named Shorin, whom they shot, 
M. Menzinsky, chief of the Ogpu, issued a statement to the effect that the 
Ogpu has recently frustrated ‘‘ new attempts to organize terrorist acts in 
the U.S.S.R.”’ He stated that the terrorism was organized by Monarchists 
who, with the assistance of the Finnish authorities, sent agents to the U.S.S.R. 
Another branch he alleged received assistance from the Latvian authorities. 
[hese agents the Ogpu captured at the end of last June. It was reported 
that further arrests of terrorists were made near the Finnish frontier last week. 
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U.S.S.R.—(contd.) 
September 4th.—French protest and Soviet Government’s disavowal re 
documents signed by the Soviet Ambassador in Paris. (See France.) 
It was reported that the Soviet authorities had decided to convert 
“‘ Ipatieff House ’’ at Sverdlovsk (formerly Ekaterinburg), in which the 
Tsar and his family were murdered in July, 1918, into a ‘‘ Museum of the 


Communist Party.”’ 
It was announced that the Soviet authorities had confiscated the steamer 


““Inkerman”’ which its mutinous crew took into Odessa after throwing 
overboard two officers. The captain of the ship appealed unsuccessfully 
for an adjournment to enable him to employ a lawyer to defend the interests 
of the National Egyptian Navigation Company, the latest owners of the 


‘“* Inkerman.”’ 
Further reports on shooting at the Soviet Legation in Warsaw. (See 


Poland.) 

It was reported that many conversations had taken place in the past 
week between M. Chicherin and Count Brockdorff-Rantzau, German 
Ambassador in Moscow, in connection with the new session of the Assembly 
of the League of Nations. It was also reported that the Jzvestia had 


intensified its attacks on the League. 
September 5th.—M. Rakovsky’s reply to French protest of 4th September. 


(See France.) 

The trial of twenty-six persons accused of espionage on 2nd September 
was postponed until 6th September. In this connection the Pravda, it was 
reported, devoted much space to insisting that the chief directing centre 
of this ‘‘ spy’ organization was in Great Britain, and that Finland was its 
chief base. 

September 6th.—It was reported that the Soviet or People’s Commissars 
had passed a resolution to reduce administrative expenditure by 20 per cent., 
and that the Budget Commission had been authorized to deduct 6 per cent. 
from grants of official establishments, thus reducing the budget for the 
coming year by 200,000,000 roubles (nominally £20,000,000). It was stated 
that the Government had also decided to effect this economy by the 
wholesale dismissal of employees. 

September 7th.—The Central Control Commission in Moscow considered 
the case of M. Dashkovsky, a member of the Communist Party, who was 
stated to have endeavoured to publish an article expressing Opposition 
views. Dashkovsky was asked to abjure his views and on his refusal was 
expelled from the party as an “‘ enemy of the proletariat.”’ 

September 8th.—Trades Union Congress decision to break with Red 
Unions. (See Great Britain.) 

The Jzvestia, it was reported, affected extreme displeasure at the refusal 
of the Polish press and public to accept the Soviet version of the shooting 
affair at the Soviet Legation in Warsaw. 

Seizure of Russian Democratic newspaper in Berlin. (See Germany.) 

September gth.—Offer of ‘‘ International Propaganda Committee ”’ 
Australian strikers. (See Australia.) 

M. Davtian, was appointed Soviet Ambassador in Persia. 

September 12th.—The Soviet Tribunal at Leningrad after a trial lasting 
ten days sentenced nine persons to death (including a woman) of the 
twenty-six alleged ‘‘ Anglo-Finnish spies’’ arrested by the Ogpu_ It was 
stated that the British Government, through the Norwegian Government, 
had informed the Soviet that none of the accused persons had worked for 
Great Britain It was reported that the Soviet authorities were exploiting 


the trial for their war-scare campaign. 


to 
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U.S.S.R.—(contd.) 

September 13th.—The ‘‘ Red”’ Trade Unions held meetings at all their 
centres and distributed copies of a manifesto to ‘“‘ the workers of Britain 
and the U.S.S.R.” dealing with the dissolution of the Anglo-Russian 
Committee (known as the “ Ark ’’) at the Edinburgh Trades Union Congress. 


Yugoslavia. 

August 31st.—The Cabinet approved the agreement concluded for the 
settlement of the war debt to Great Britain, including the money spent in 
relief for Serbia. The first instalment of £170,000 it was stated would be 
paid at once. 

September 12th.—Hungarian delegation to Belgrade. (See Hungary.) 


It was reported that in the recent General Election the Radical Government 
obtained a majority of about thirty-two which number ought to be increased 
by the twenty-one Slovene Clericals whose future intimate collaboration 
with the Radicals has been repeatedly announced by the Prime Minister. 


The Zionist Congress. 


August 30th.—The Fifteenth Zionist Congress was opened at Basle. 
Some 300 delegates and 1,800 visitors were present. Dr. Weizmann, 
President of the Zionist Organization, and Mr. Nahum Sokolow, President 
of the Zionist Executive, delivered speeches in which they reviewed the 
history of Zionism since the first Basle Congress in 1897. 


August 31st.—The general debate was opened. Dr. Weizmann made 
a speech on the policy of the Executive. He stated that the relations of the 
Zionist Executive with the mandatory continued to be satisfactory. The 
Executive were negotiating with the Government with regard to the 
following matters :— 

(1) The State lands ; (2) the question of taxation ; (3) Labour legislation ; 
(4) a larger financial participation by the Government in education and 
health work. On the subject of the Jewish Agency the Executive had taken 
the n cessary steps to carry out the instructions of the 14th Congress. 
In the year 1926-1927 there was a deficit of £151,000. The amount expected 
during the next year was £430,000 of which, after the various payments 
had been made, a balance of £230,000 would be left for the various branches 
of work. The Executive proposed to obtain long-term loans. The problem 
of unemployment had to be dealt with. 

Dr. Stephen Wise stated that the American Zionists were prepared to 
contribute their full share to the upbuilding of Palestine. He criticized the 
British Government. 


September 1st.—A gathering was held to commemorate the thirtieth 
anniversary of the establishment of the Zionist Organization. Meetings of 
the various Commissions were held. 

September 2nd.—The general debate was continued. Mr. V. Jabotinsky 
(Revisionist) criticized the Zionist leaders for defending the policy of the 
British Government. He was opposed to allowing the non-Zionists a 
50 per cent. share in the control of the Jewish Agency. Mr. Philip Guedalla 
(President of the English Zionist Federation) also spoke and repudiated the 
attacks made upon the Executive. 

September 3vd.—The general debate was resumed. Colonel Kisch spoke 
of the policy of the Zionist Executive during the last five years in exercising 
constant pressure upon the Government for greater help in various 
activities. He recommended the Congress to ratify the agreement with 
the Hadassa. Dr. Weizmann replied to various criticisms of the Executive. 
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September 5th.—The general debate was concluded without any further 
speeches. Representatives of the Radical party and the Revisionists made 
statements expressing the disapproval of their respective parties of the 
policy of the Executive. Dr. Ruppin read a paper on problems of Palestine 
reconstruction. Mr. Ussishkin, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Keren Kayemeth, reviewed the work of the Jewish National Fund. 

September 6th.—The debate on the report of the Keren Keyemeth was 
held. The work of the Keren Hayosod was also reviewed. 


September 7th.—The debate on the Keren Hayesod was continued. 


A series of resolutions were submitted on behalf of the Immigration 
Commission. 

September 8th.—Resolutions on behalf of the Health Commission and on 
behalf of the Finance Committee were submitted. The latter included the 
appointment of a Loan Commission and a resolution to empower the Executive 
to undertake steps to raise long-term loans for the purpose of constructive 
work. 

It was reported that Dr. Wise, the head of the United States delegation 
at the conference, had left on his way back to the United States in consequence 
of a difference of opinion with some of his colleagues. 

September gth.—The Congress concluded the discussion of the resolutions 
presented by the Political Committee, and listened to an address by 
Dr. Goldman on the policy of the Jewish Agency. 

September 11th.—The final session of the Congress was held. The meeting 
opened with the passing of the resolutions of the Colonisation Commission. 
A resolution protesting against the treatment of Zionists by the Soviet 
Government was passed. Dr. Weizmann made a closing speech. 

The Congress adopted en bloc a budget of £632,000 of which £360,000 
was to be provided by America. 

The Zionist Executive in Palestine was elected as follows :—Colonel F. H. 
Kisch ; Mr. Harry Sacher; and Miss Szold. The London Executive was 
elected as follows :—Dr. Weizmann, President; Mr. Sokolow, Chairman; 
Dr. Eder; Mr. Lipsky ; and Mr. Rosenbleuth. 



























III.—LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 
VISCOUNT CECIL’S RESIGNATION. 


The Executive Committee of the League of Nations Union adopted the 
following resolution regarding Viscount Cecil s resignation :— 

“ The Executive Committee of the League of Nations Union declares 
its unabated confidence in its President, Viscount Cecil, and its agreement 
with his contention that ‘ a general reduction and limitation of armaments 
is essential to the peace of the world, and that on that peace depends 
not only the existence of the British Empire, but that of European 
civilisation itself’ ; it repeats its conviction that Disarmament can only 
be fully attained through an extension of the principle of Arbitration 
and the pooling of Security under the League; And undertakes whole- 
heartedly to support Lord Cecil in his efforts to convince public opinion 
of the paramount necessity of this policy.” 


THE EIGHTH ASSEMBLY. 


One of the chief features of this year’s Assembly so far has been the revolt 
of the smaller Powers. Vigorous protests have been made in the Assembly debates 
against the secret discussions of League affairs by certain of the larger Powers. 
Complaint has also been made that the Great Powers have not shown sufficient 
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League of Nations Notes—(contd.). 


vigour in the steps they have taken in regard to the disarmament problem: 
Attempts led by the Dutch delegation to revive discussion of the famous Geneva 
Protocol of 1924 have been strenuously opposed by Sir Austen Chamberlain. 
One of the most encouraging features of the Assembly discussion was the declaration 
by the German Foreign Minister that his country intended to sign the Optional 
Clause of the statutes of the Permanent Court of International Justice. 


THE FINDINGS OF THE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. 


On 17th October a diplomatic Conference is to meet at Geneva with a view 
to framing an international agreement for the abolition of import and export 
prohibitions and restrictions. This Conference has been called by the League 
with a view to taking definite action in regard to one of the chief findings of the 
World Economic Conference. The two chief British delegates will be Sir Sydney 
Chapman and Mr. H. V. Reade.—By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union. 


IV.—NOTICES. 


1. The first meeting of the World Population Conference was held in Geneva 
on 31st August under the presidency of Sir Bernard Mallett. The Conference had 
as its object an exchange of information and a preliminary survey—on purely 
scientific lines—of the theories, facts and statistics already accumulated relating 
to fundamental population problems. The Conference concluded its public session 
on 2nd September. 

A private meeting of the Conference was held on 4th September when it was 
decided to create a permanent organization to study population problems from 
a strictly scientific point of view. 

2. The International Air Mail Conference was opened at The Hague on 
1st September by the Dutch Minister of Trade. Thirty-five countries were 
represented. Various regulations were passed after consultation with the experts 
these will be put into operation on Ist January, 1928. 

3. The tenth Geographical Congress was opened on 6th September at the 
Bocconi Commercial University in Milan. Signor Federzoni, the Italian Minister 
of Colonies, delivered the inaugural address. 

4. The third international congress for the scientific management of labour 
was opened at the Capitol in Rome on 5th September. Forty nations were 
represented. The British Government was not officially represented but there 
were several delegates on behalf of British industries. The work of the congress 
was divided into four categories—industrial agricultural public services and 
domestic economy. The congress closed on 8th September by a speech from 
Signor Mussolini. During its session the congress examined 176 memoranda which 
will subsequently be published together. 

At the meeting of the International Parliamentary Commercial Conference 
held on 6th September Senator Celso Bayme (Brazil) was unanimously elected 
President. International trusts were discussed and the First Committee discussed 
the question of immigration. At a meeting held on 8th September the Conference 
discussed the question of the stabilization of exchange. The final session took 
place on 1oth September when the Conference again discussed the question of 
immigration. The Conference closed with a resolution of thanks for the welcome 
which had been extended to its members by Brazil. It was decided that next 
year’s Conference should be held in Paris. 

6. The representatives of twenty-one different nations met at the seventh 
International Democratic Peace Congress which closed at Wiirzburg on 
8th September. 

7. The International Congress of Physics was opened at Como on 
11th September. Leading physicists and scientists from all parts of the world 
and technical experts who attended the International Wireless Congress which was 
opened at Villa Olmo on roth September were present. 
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24 
V.—FORTHCOMING 


*Interchange of Public Health Officers 
International Charity Congress .. 
*Committee of Health Experts on Infant Welfare 
*Tenth Extraordinary Session of the Advisory 
Committee on Traffic in Opium and other 
Dangerous Drugs .. 
*Opening of Schools of Public Health and Con- 
ference of Directors of Public Health .. o4 
International Wireless Conference 
*Mixed Committee of Experts on the Counterfeiting 
of Currency é 
Second Pan- -European Congress ° 
*Diplomatic Conference on Import and “Export 
Prohibitions and Restrictions es oe 
*Permanent Mandates Commission 
*Health Committee 
*International Continuation Course i in Public Health 


EVENTS. 


15th(?) *Special Body of Experts on Traffic in Women and 


Children 
Far Eastern Association of Tropical Medicine 
* League of Nations. 


Berlin. 
Strasburg. 
Vienna. 


Geneva. 

Budapest and 
Zagreb. 

Washington. 


Geneva. 
Brussels. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
London. 


Geneva (?) 
Calcutta. 
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